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Delaware Bay to the ocean and thus made of the
Cape May region a sort of island. The Cape
May region, it is true, was settled by Quakers,
but most of them came from Long Island rather
than from the settlements on the Delaware. They
had followed whale fishing on Long Island and in
pursuit of that occupation some of them had mi-
grated to Cape May where whales were numerous
not far off shore.

The leading early families of Cape May, the
Townsends, Stillwells, Corsons, Learnings, Lud-
lams, Spacers, and Cresses, many of whose descend-
ants still live there, were Quakers of the Long
Island strain. The ancestor of the Townsend
family came to Cape May because he had been
imprisoned and fined and threatened with worse
under the New York government for assisting
his fellow Quakers to hold meetings. Probably
the occasional severity of the administration of the
New York laws against Quakers, which were the*
same as those of England, had as much to do as
had the whales with the migration to Cape May.
This Quaker civilization extended from Cape May
up as far as Great Egg Harbor where the Great
Cedar Swamp joined the seashore. Quaker meet-
ing houses were built at Cape May, Galloway,